
Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

Category Harvesting 

Name Male 

Location South Hebron 

Key users/holders Bedouin community South Hebron 

Brief Description of cultural element 

The scythe reflects the traditional way of life.  It is a family event when members of the family 
gather to harvest the wheat or barely. 

Material objects associated with the element 

The scythe is held in the hand and it is used to cut the wheat or barley.  The harvest is then placed 
on the donkeys back to transport the straws from the field to the storage space.  

How is it used? Refer to description.   

Distribution:  Across Palestine, particularly in agricultural settings 

How has this cultural heritage been transmitted to the next generation 

Through documentation and through sharing it with the younger generation; this helps us to raise 
awareness surrounding this harvesting technique.  Through organizing workshops about this 
subject and inviting people to learn more about it. 

Risk elements 

The main risk comes from modernization and the use of machinery for harvesting and for 
transporting. 

Documentary evidence (ie. Interviews, video, photos) 

Interviews, photos and video recordings. 
 


